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COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

May 17, 2019

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl. STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA O MAUl BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII, ON FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019, BEGINNING AT 9:01 A.M., WITH
CHAIR KELLY T. KING PRESIDING.

CHAIR KING: Good morning. To, today is May 17, 2019. I'm Kelly King, the Chair of the
Maui County Council and we are convening at 9:01, our Maui County Council regular
meeting of May 17. The, the meeting is now called to order.

And, Mr. Clerk, if you could call roll.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M.
PALTIN, SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND
CHAIR KELLY T. KING.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA, AND
ALICE L. LEE.

(Councilmembers Lee and Kama were not present when roll was called;
however, Councilmember Lee arrived at 9:02 a.m. and Councilmember Kama
arrived at 10:03 a.m. respectively.)

COUNTY CLERK JOSIAH K. NISHITA: Madam Chair, there are six Members present, one
absent, and two excused. A quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you, Mr. Clerk.

Opening remarks today will be our Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.
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VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. I'm going to go up to the testifiers
podium.

(Councilmember Lee arrived at the meeting at 9:02 a.m.)

CHAIR KING: And, \while you're doing that, we'll recognize the presence of
Councilmember Alice Lee.

Okay, Ms. Rawlins-Fernandez.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo, Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez; appreciate it.

Okay, all those present in the chamber, I would like to invite you, if you are so inclined,
to join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. Before we proceed with today's agenda, I just would like to
remind everybody that, to please silence your phones, or iPads, or any noisemaking
devices you may have. And, we will maintain decorum at all times.

We have, I want to welcome our, our Fire and Safety squad here. It's nice to see you
folks out here, especially good to see my guys from Kihei here.

And, I also want to inform Members and the public that the Office of the County Clerk,
in collaboration with the County Council and Office of Council Services, has begun a
pilot project providing closed captioning of Council meetings and public hearings. As
of now, closed captioning is only available on our webcast at mauicounty.legistar.com.
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The Office of the County Clerk and Akaku are working towards providing closed
captioning on a live, on the TV broadcasts of all of our meetings as well next fiscal
year. So, we're in the testing mode right now. And, they can't hear you clap, but thank
you....

The Office of the County Clerk welcomes any feedback you or Maui County residents
may have. And further information on this project will be available to the public in June.
And the Office of the County Clerk will be working with various groups to publicize to
and receive feedback from those with disabilities who have requested this service. So,
thank you for any feedback you can give us, whoever's out there and seeing the closed
captioning.

Okay, so Members, along with today's meeting, concurrently with our Council meeting,
we will, I will be convening the public hearing shortly, which was posted for 9:00 a.m.
today in the Council chambers. It's now 9:15. The public hearing is held concurrently
to satisfy any, any obligations for public hearings that may, may have possibly arisen
after today's meeting. And the Office of Information Practices was previously consulted
on this and their Sunshine Law compliant procedures will be followed in our meetings
today. So, we are now convened in public hearing.

MlNUIii

of the

PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON

THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF HAWAII, CONVENED A PUBLIC
HEARING ON FRIDAY. MAY 17. 2019 AT 9:15 A.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA
O MAUI BUILDING, WAILUKU, HAWAII, WITH CHAIR KELLY T. KING PRESIDING, FOR
THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING TESTIMONY ON THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET
AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2019 TO
JUNE 30, 2020.

CHAIR KING: The public hearing of May 17, 2019 will now come to order.

Mr. Clerk, please proceed.
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COUNTY CLERK; Madam Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda
Items for the public hearing and Council meeting. We've established limited Interactive
communication that enables Individuals from Lanal and Molokai to provide testimony
from our District Offices. Individuals who wish to offer testimony, should now sign up
with District Office staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony In the chamber, please
sign up at the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just outside the chamber door.

Testimony at all locations is limited to the items listed on today's agenda. When
testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you represent.
Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Currently, we have one testlfier waiting at our Molokai District Office. Molokai Office,
please Identify yourself and introduce your first testlfier.

MS. ZHANTELL LINDO: Aloha Chair.

CHAIR KING: Aloha.

MS. LINDO: This Is Zhan at the Molokal-

CHAIR KING: Aloha. Zhan.

MS. LINDO: -District Office, and we have one testlfier, Mahina Poepoe.

CHAIR KING: Aloha.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MS. MAHINA POEPOE ftestlfvlna on Committee Report 19-49):

Hi. This Is Mahina Poepoe. I'm testifying regarding the Pukoo Fire Station. We had
three meetings recently regarding the EIS for the new site. And I just wanted to share
a little bit about my experience. At the meeting, it kept being said that if significant
sites are found, that the project could possibly be adjusted to accommodate the site.
But then, you know, it showed a picture of a rendering of the potential station building
that is built on, or with a pohaku structure, a kauhale structure that goes right through
the middle of the building with the, the wall having to be destroyed to accommodate
the building. And It kept getting said, like, if significant sites are found, but, like, you
can literally see the significant sites with your eyes. Like, I can get out of my car and
look at them. So, there are significant sites. It's not up in the air of whether or not
they're there, because they are there.
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And I just wanted to kind of put It out there that there are cultural practitioners who do
derive their spiritual and cultural health that is directly dependent on the, on these
existing ancestral remnants. And that in order to protect and maintain these
manifestations of our culture, both the tangible and intangible, these pohaku kauhale
structures cannot be destroyed. And I would, I don't know if this is the appropriate
place to say this, but I would like a condition that recognizes that, and kind of says,
like, if the, if the fire station moves fonward, they will not alter or destroy any of these
pohaku structures.

Also, in regard to the EA, I just thought about this this morning, which was, I question
the appropriateness of, EIS sorry not EA, of doing an EIS on the piece of private
property, the Kalilikane property. I was just wondering if you actually would need the
owner's consent to do an EIS on their property. It's, it was for sale last month and it's
currently in escrow. So, I'm just wondering if you need their permission to do that?

And then the last thing was that the fire station where it is now, it's been made apparent
in these three meetings that it's in extreme disrepair and the County hasn't paid rent
there in over 20 years, or they've never paid rent since they've been there. So, I think
the least you could do would be to allocate money for repairs to the station so that it's
not such a safety hazard for them to be working there right now.

CHAIR KING: Is it-

MS. POEPOE: Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thank you, Ms. Poepoe. We have, we have a question for you from
Councilmember Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha, Ms. Poepoe. Mahalo for your testimony. I
have a question regarding significant sites. So, I was wondering if you would share
with the Council how you define significant sites?

CHAIR KING: Ms. Poepoe.

MS. POEPOE: Well, in that, for the ones on that, the 030 property or the kauhale, specifically
on the EIS parcels, pohaku aren't just, they're not just rocks. When kauhale were built,
they, the person who wanted to build it had to go to a kahuna. The kahuna prayed,
and the, the place for the house wanted to be built would reveal itself. Like, the house
would tell you where it wanted to be built. And with every pohaku, we believe that
there is, there are spirits in them and 'uhane and we, our ancestors would attach their,
their mo'olelo into the pohaku and create, kind of creating a familial, a familial bond
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with the pohaku. So we do consider the pohaku, you know, our ohana too. And so,
there is, there is a religious component to these types of structures.

CHAIR KING: Did that answer your question?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you.

MS. POEPOE: Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo, Ms. Poepoe. Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, currently we have ten individuals signed up to testify in the
Council chamber. The first person to testify in the chamber is Tom Blackburn-
Rodriguez, testifying on Committee Report 19-49. To be followed by Artemio Baxa.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. And just for the record, we have no testifiers on Lanai?

COUNTY CLERK: No, not at this time. Chair.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you.

Mr. Blackburn.

MR. TOM BLACKBURN-RODRIGUEZ. GO MAUL INC. ftestifvina on Committee

Report 19-49L

Good morning, Chair-

CHAIR KING: Good morning.

MR. BLACKBURN-RODRIGUEZ: -Members of the Council. I must tell you that I have been
reflecting upon the remarks by the Councilmember, which I found extremely instructive
and quite beautiful. So, thank you very much for setting the tone for the day. As
John F. Kennedy once said, on this planet, on this earth, God's work must truly be our
own. And, I know it's a struggle every day to put that into practice. But, I would like to
thank the Committee, and the Chair, and all the Members, the staff, who have
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continued to struggle with the issues of affordable workforce housing and
homelessness.

My name is Tom Blackburn-Rodriguez. I'm representing Go Maui, as a consultant. Go
Maui is an organization which is focused on affordable housing, water, and
development in a healthy economy and a sustainable economy. Go Maui appreciates
and supports the affordable funding, the additional funding for the affordable housing
rental program. Rents are sky-high, and this is a subject that we very much appreciate
that you'll address.

We also support the increase to 2.1 million for the homeless programs. I live in Kihei.
Member King has been very outspoken and has played a leadership role in this. And
we know how serious a problem this is if we don't do something about it. But, we also
support, what we think is a bold and some would say radical move, to increase from
two percent to four percent the amount from real property tax revenue to the Affordable
Housing Fund which will then bring that total to 14.3 million. And as was pointed out
in an earlier testimony in the budget process by the Councilmember Rawlins-
Fernandez, it was a minimum of two percent. So, we thank you very much for reading
the text of the law.

We also support the $2 million for the First-Time Homebuyers Fund. It is very important
and sends a message of hope to so many people. It is very clear, as you have
recognized, that land and water are critical issues when it comes to providing housing.
If we want to go below 80 percent to 50 percent to 30 percent, we want to do affordable
rentals, we have to have the land, the land has to be donated. That has to be taken
out of the cost or it won't work. And so, we must really remember land and water are
critical to affordable housing.

Affordable housing, we believe, is a basic human right. It's not a political issue. It's
nothing to be bandied about. It is a basic human right of existence. You have shown
that you believe that in the hard work that you have done. We also support the
Experimental and Demonstration Housing Project Fund you have provided.

And wanted again, thank you very much for your hard work. This is the long road and
you have taken many steps along that road. And Go Maui wants to tell you we
appreciate it. And I know that the affordable housing community also appreciates it.
Thank you very much.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo, Mr. Blackburn-Rodriguez. Any questions for the testifier? Okay, we
really appreciate you, your support. Thanks for being here.
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MR. BLACKBURN-RODRIGUEZ: Thank you very much. And thank you again for all your
hard work. I couldn't do it.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Artemio Baxa, testifying on Committee Report 19-50 and
Committee Report 19-51. To be followed by Jonathan Starr.

MR. ARTEMIO BAXA ftestifvina on Committee Reports 19-50 and 19-51):

Good morning, Honorable Council Chair-

CHAIR KING: Good morning.

MR. BAXA: -Kelly King, Honorable Members of the Council. As indicated, i, i am testifying
again for the confirmation of the nomination of Rowena Dagdag-Andaya for the
position of Director of Pubiic Works and Eric Nakagawa for Director of Environmentai
Management.

I  initially testified at the hearing. I will not repeat what I said before. I know that they
are people of outstanding ability, experience, and integrity of character. Please confirm
them for the positions I have indicated. Thank you very much.

CHAIR KING: Thank you for your testimony. Any questions, Council?

MR. BAXA: Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Thanks for being here, Mr. Baxa.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Jonathan Starr, testifying on Committee Report 19-49. To
be followed by Cassandra Abdul.

MR. JONATHAN STARR. KAUPO COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION. INC. ftestifvina on
Committee Report 19-49):

Good morning. Chair King-

CHAIR KING: Good morning again.
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MR. STARR; -Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez. And I really appreciated the invocation, the
reminder that the Kumulipo talks about how, you know, life came from the Ko'a polyp
and we really need to be cognoscente of that, that our impacts on land do not wipe that
out and wipe us out at the same time.

I'm Jonathan Starr. I'm representing Kaupo Community Association. I'm a board
member. And, I just want to thank you, you know, express appreciation for efforts to
help us find a way to get our infrastructure done for the school restoration project. The
school restoration project will be completed in the next year, but we do need a
conforming septic system. So, we need to .. . the aquifer and also power and water
for the community. So, we're looking again for the assistance in implementing the, this
current year EDB 175 into the ongoing process.

I just want to say thank you, invite you all to come to Kaupo and our next quarterly
meeting is tomorrow. We'll be setting up tents later today, and anyone who wants to
join us is welcome at 10 a.m. Aloha and thank you. Our president is here too, Linda
Clark.

CHAIR KING: Okay, any questions? No questions. Thank you, Mr. Starr.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: One quick question.

CHAIR KING: Oh, one quick question we have.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Sorry.

CHAIR KING: Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo for your testimony, Mr. Starr. I just wanted
to confirm that you would be able to stay for the meeting in case anyone has-

MR. STARR: Yea.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: -any additional questions today?

CHAIR KING: Does anybody have any objections to Mr. Starr being a resource for the budget
bill? Alright.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR KING: Thank you.
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MR. STARR: Yea.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Mr. Starr.

MR. STARR: I'll be available and also-

CHAIR KING: It might be a while, but we appreciate if you could hang around.

MR. STARR: I appreciate your work and the time you're putting in.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier Is Cassandra Abdul, testifying on Committee Report 19-49.
To be followed by Greg Jenkins.

CHAIR KING: And, Members, we have written testimony from Ms. Abdul as well.

MS. CASSANDRA ABDUL ftestifvina on Committee Report 19-49):

Good morning, Chair-

CHAIR KING: Good morning.

MS. ABDUL: -and Councilmembers. I know I'm here in front of you a lot as the Executive
Director of Na Hale O Maui. But today, I'm here as an individual testifying in support
of the increase in Affordable Housing Fund because this is a much bigger issue than
any one organization, any one sector of our economy, because it touches us all. And
I want to thank you and commend the Council.

We're incredible, you know, we're the only County that has an Affordable Housing
Fund. How far reaching and forward thinking is that? Thank you very much. We are
in the forefront and we're really in a position to be able to make a difference in
affordable housing. And, I know that everybody here that you touch appreciates it.
And we wouldn't be where we are today with the amount of affordable housing, without
you, so thank you very much.

You know, housing is a basic human right. We all need housing. It's so important, not
just housing, but secure, safe housing. And you know, everybody that has safe
housing contributes to our economy, to our community, and makes this a better place
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for all of us to live and to raise our children. Even some of the health organizations
have recognized this and they are starting to partner and invest in housing because
they know that it results in positive health outcomes, much better than the alternative
which we all don't want.

Increasing the Affordable Housing Fund from two to four percent of the real estate, the,
the real property taxes every year is going to be a tremendous boost. And it will help
us provide more housing for our workforce. And truly, it's our workforce. We need our
workforce, whether they are police officers, are firemen, nurses, teachers; they need
housing and they need housing that they can afford. And that's what you provide and
we, again, truly appreciate that.

I wanted to share that I've been affected by this. I work in affordable housing, but my
son and my two-year old granddaughter have left. She left when she was two, she's
going to be four this July. And It just breaks my heart. And I'm not the only family that's
going through this. And I just want to thank you again for those families that you do
help with the down payment assistance, with Affordable Housing Fund, for everything
that you do to help keep our families here in the islands where they belong with all of
their support systems. So, again, mahalo piha. Aloha.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Any questions? No questions? Okay, I'll just share with you that my
four-year old granddaughter is also off-island so, we, we are all working together to
bring them, bring our kama'aina kids home.

MS. ABDUL: Absolutely. It was not so bad when she lived in Honolulu, but it's hard to fly to
Las Vegas for the weekends.

CHAIR KING: Thank you so much for your testimony.

MS. ABDUL: Thank you. Aloha.

CHAIR KING: Aloha.

COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Greg Jenkins, testifying on Committee Report 19-49.
To be followed by Eric Nakagawa.

MR. GREG JENKINS. HAWAII FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION ftestifvina on Committee

Report 19-491:

Aloha, Chair King, Members of the Council.
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CHAIR KING: Aloha.

MR. JENKINS: Good morning. My name is Greg Jenkins. I'm the chairperson for the Hawaii
Fire Fighters Association, Maui Division. First I'd like to thank Member Rawlins for her
words this morning regarding the kumulipo and our host culture and the importance of
protecting our endangered species, especially it being endangered species day.
National Endangered Species Day. So, thank you. As well as one of our missions of
our organization is to protect life, environment, and property, so environment is very
important to us. So, thank you.

I represent approximately 1900 professional and 800 retired firefighters throughout the
State, which includes more than 300 serving Maui County. As you see today, we have
a group of those present; your firefighters that serve the community and put their lives
and their livelihood on the line every day on and off-duty. You have submitted written
testimony from the Hawaii Firefighters Association that supports my written testimony
today and additional submitted by email from my membership.

I'm here in support, I'm testifying on Committee Report 19-49, item no. 9, which is the
first reading of your budget. Mahalo to those Members of the Council who supported
County Communication 19-189 for the BU-11 increases from the April 8, 2019 interest
arbitration award, again, that you passed 8-1 and moved into the FY 2021 Budget on
May 3, 2019. The arbitration award followed the criteria set forth in Chapter 89 of the
HRS and was supported unanimously by the employer group. The arbitration award
and the Hawaii Firefighters opinion was very well-written and considered the impacts
and benefits to the community, the employer, as well as the fire fighters.

The HFFA asks for your continued support for the BU-11 increases duration this first
reading of the FY 2021 Budget, again referencing Committee Report No. 19-49, item
no. 9. And, on behalf of the firefighters of Maui County, my membership, mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Is that your testimony? Any questions? I have a question for you, Mr. Jenkins.
And, I want to thank you all again for being here. It's my understanding, and I guess I
was told by a member of the Hawaii State Association of Counties, that all the counties
have to ratify this in order for it to go forward?

MR. JENKINS: That is correct.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Is there an issue with one of the counties not ratifying it?

MR. JENKINS: Not to my knowledge. I believe our membership and leadership of the
members around the State are attending our Council, respective Council meetings in
the various jurisdictions to address this issue. Each County, I think, handles the
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transmittal of the award through channels, if you will, to the Council in different ways.
But as I've heard so far, there has not been any Council that has not so far passed it,
at least up to first reading.

CHAIR KING: Okay, great. Alright, thank you. Any, no further questions? Thank you all for
being here, and especially taking time off from your, your probably precious day off to
be here; appreciate it.

MR. JENKINS: Thank you all for your support.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Eric Nakagawa, testifying on County
Communications 19-224 and 19-225. To be followed by Rita Ryan.

MR. ERIC NAKAGAWA. ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

ftestifving on County Communication Nos. 19-224 and 19-225):

Aloha, Chair, Members. I was going to joke that I am supporting myself, but I'm not;
just joking. My name is Eric Nakagawa and I'm the Acting Director of Department of
Environmental Management. And today I'm testifying on items CC 19-224, and
CC 19-225. I guess it's my understanding that these items are scheduled for Monday
on the GET Committee.

And I'm currently trying to prepare a, just a short presentation for this body, so that you
guys can have a clearer understanding of what, what it means to, to our Department
from an operational standpoint and potential impacts, you know, countywide. And so,
I just feel that this information is important, and will help this body before taking action.
And that's why I just kind of respectfully request that no action be taken on these items.
I think that's how, sorry I'm new to this, all this agenda stuff. But, I think that's how it,
not to take any action today and because it's scheduled for GET on Monday. And,
that's all.

CHAIR KING: Is that your testimony?

ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: Yea.

CHAIR KING: Okay, not sure. We have a question for you.

Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.
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VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha. Director Nakagawa

ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: Aloha.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo for your testimony. So. just wanted to clarify,
so you. you don't support your confirmation? Nah. just kidding. Just kidding, just
kidding. Mahalo for your testimony.

ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: Thanks.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I have a question.

CHAIR KING: Member Paltin. Councilmember Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Thank you for your testimony, and thank you for
coming today. Thanks also for meeting with me yesterday. And I just wanted to clarify
yesterday when we met. did you say that injection wells were obsolete?

ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: Yea. so what i said yesterday
was basically to me. and going fonA/ard. kind of same as my confirmation, is really, the
new movement now nationwide is One Water. And One Water meant that we are all

going to. we view R-1 as a resource now. And we're not. it's no longer a disposal issue.
And so because water is so scarce now, we utilize, try to figure out ways on matching
different uses for that. So if you are going to drink, you're going to shower, whatever,
people are using potable water. I mean, right. And whenever we use either type of
irrigation, that kind of stuff, it's for your, we're trying to move towards there. So. really-

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: My. my question was if you ever said that injection wells were
obsolete?

ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: No, I think it's they going to
be a thing of the past, that's what I said. You are always going to need it as a backup,
but going forward, like this body and our budget has presented, we're moving towards
more reuse, right? I mean, that's just nationwide. That's what everybody is doing, yea.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thanks for the clarification. Injection wells are a thing of the
past. Got it. Thanks.

CHAIR KING: I think it's a matter of semantics, maybe? So Mr. Nakagawa. I have a question
for you. If your, you made the statement that everything is One Water. So. do you
support the. the preposition that, you know, we are. the waters that go through our
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groundwater to, through, into the ocean are part of one system? Because I think that's
the issue at hand for, that you brought up earlier for the injection well lawsuit is that,
you know, if we go fonward with this lawsuit, we're saying that the groundwater is not
responsible for polluting into the ocean. So, do you want to clarify your position on
what One Water means?

ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: Oh, okay. Yea, so One Water
just means it's a concept nationwide, once again, that they're looking at what the water,
the purpose of the water is for, and where you are going to get that source? It doesn't
matter if it's potable water. It doesn't matter if it's sewer that's cleaned to a high
standard that you can drink it or use it for irrigation. It, it doesn't, I don't think it relates
to how it's discharged and then kind of what you are talking about into groundwater
into the ocean kind of thing. It's more of a concept of how can we better utilize water
that's generated throughout the nation and what those purposes are for?

CHAIR KING: Okay.

ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: Yea.

CHAIR KING: Alright, well we can, if anybody's got any questions for, on this issue, otherwise
we can also bring you back up when we do the confirmation. Thank you for, for coming,
Mr. Nakagawa.

ACTING DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: Okay, thanks.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Rita Ryan, testifying on County Communications 19-223
and 19-224. To be followed by Julia Sanchez.

MS. RITA RYAN (testifying on County Communication Nos. 19-223 and 19-224):

Aloha, Honorable Chair King and Honorable Councilmembers. My name is Rita Ryan
and I'm testifying today as an organization for the County Climate Coalition and as an
individual for the injection well lawsuit. On the County Climate Coalition, I'm with
350.org. I'm the Maui County organizer for 350.org and I'm also the climate reality
leader for the climate reality project. As an individual, I work as a volunteer in the
community with environmental organizations. I'm on the council of the Hawaiian Island
Land Trust. I'm on the board of Common Ground Collective. And I also work as a

volunteer outreach stem educator with the whale trust.
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So, regarding the County Climate Coalition, as you know, our administration, our
Federal administration has pulled out of the Paris Climate Accord. And unfortunately,
our State Legislature this year, did not pass most of the climate-related legislation.
Therefore, we are at the County level, it is incumbent upon us to protect the
environment. We have eleven years to reverse the amount of carbon pollution in the
atmosphere. It is now, Mauna Loa just gave out a statistic, 415 parts per million. We
need to get this down to 350 parts per million within the next eleven years or we will
see massive destruction and loss of lives.

We are, as, Councilmember Keani told us in the invocation this morning that was so
beautiful and elegant, we are in the sixth mass extinction. So, we're seeing the
extinction of so many species of wildlife and of plants. So, we need to work here at
the local level, at the County level.

The County Climate Coalition is a coalition of counties across the United States. First
county to sign into it was Santa Clara County. Twenty other counties have signed,
signed up for it since. Including Los Angeles County. And I would like to support the
adoption of the climate coalition, the County Climate Coalition here on Maui County as
the first County in Hawaii to support that. And also as an individual, I would like to
support the end of the lawsuit regarding the injection wells, and put that-

CHAIR KING: Ms., Ms. Ryan, we can start the clock again since you're on your next item.

MS. RYAN: Oh, really? Cool. Okay. Wow, I got time. Sorry, I'm kind of rushing. So, if we
can take the money that the County is spending to defend itself against this lawsuit
and put it into practice to really defend the environment, what a beautiful way to turn
that money around and make it for good. So please vote to end this expensive lawsuit
that we as taxpayers and property owners are paying for unwillingly.

Regarding that, I know the Sierra Club has my back on that. I don't know if there's any
testifiers here today for the Sierra Club, but they are an environmental partner of ours,
and 350.org and the climate reality project works in sync with the Sierra Club. We
have many people other than me that are supporting both the climate coalition and the
injection well issue.

So, I urge all voting members to please vote yes on the climate, the County Climate
Coalition and join the movement. And basically, it's just a resolution to say that we're
going to lower our greenhouse gases. It is not, there's no money attached. It just puts
the focus on what we do at the County level to reduce greenhouse gases.
Governor Ige did provide support, however, the State Legislature did not back him up.
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So, at the County level, If we can show our support In our actions. In our thoughts. In
our political will, across all of the committees In Maul County to reduce the greenhouse
gases and to provide a safe and secure future for our keikl. Thank you all for your time
and consideration today. Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. Any questions for Ms. Ryan? Thank you so much for being here. I
have one question for you.

MS. RYAN: Yea.

CHAIR KING: I thought when, at the HSAC meeting where 350.org came In and presented,
that they mentioned that all, that this, this, the resolution that we're talking about for the
climate coalition, the County Climate Coalition, had been presented to the other
counties. Is It In, in process in the other counties In Hawaii?

MS. RYAN: I don't have statistics on that. I'm sorry.

CHAIR KING: Okay.

MS. RYAN: So, but I will follow up with you. I'll find out today.

CHAIR KING: Okay, great. Thank you.

MS. RYAN: Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay, Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testlfier Is Julia Sanchez, testifying on County
Communication 19-223. To be followed by Harry Cambra.

MS. JULIA SANCHEZ (testlfvino on Countv Communication 19-223):

Aloha. Good morning.

CHAIR KING: Good morning.

MS. SANCHEZ: Thank you all. Thank you for your beautiful words and setting the tone with
that prayer. My name Is Julia Sanchez and I'm here as an individual to support the
County Climate Coalition. As an individual and member of the human race, I feel and
truly believe that we need to start acting now. We see a lot of things happening, not
only in our Island, but throughout the world. And I better express myself through song.
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So, this is a song that I want to offer you all. It's from the Native Americans and given
to us to pray for the welfare of our mother.

(Ms. Sanchez sang the song "Mother I Feel You".)

Mahalo.

CHAIR KING: Mahalo. That was beautiful. Perfect timing as well. Thank you so much.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Harry Cambra, testifying on County Communication
19-220. To be followed by Greg Mebel.

MR. HARRY CAMBRA ftestifvino on Countv Communication No. 19-220):

Council Chair King, fellow Members of the Council-

CHAIR KING: Aloha.

MR. CAMBRA: -good morning. On behalf of the Maui 4-H Livestock Association, my name
is Harry Cambra and I represent four 4-H clubs here on Maui and all the keiki paniolos
wish you a good morning. I'm here to testify on 19-220, a resolution to support the
AgFest and the 4-H Fair that's going to be held June 1, at the War Memorial Stadium.
We just ask you guys to support this resolution and support the, the community, the
4-H'ers and all the participants in the AgFest. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay, thank you. Any questions. Council? No questions. Thank you for being
here.

MR. CAMBRA: Okay, thank you.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Chair.

COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Greg Mebel, testifying on Committee Report 19-49. To be
followed by Sam Small.

MR. GREG MEBEL ftestifvlna on Committee Report 19-491:

Good morning.
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CHAIR KING: Good morning.

MR. MEBEL: Thank you everyone for going through the budget process with open minds
and, and hearts. I'm talking today about an appropriation for continuing the North
Shore Greenway, which is a bike/pedestrian path. So, there's a portion that is being
completed now, but in the budget, there is taking the momentum of that portion and
pushing it all the way to Ho'okipa.

So, I have not spoken with anyone in the community that does not support this, that is
the Surfriders, the Maui Bicycling League, the Paia Youth and Cultural Center, that is
the Paia Town Association as well. So, you know, I'm looking at the firefighters, I'm
thinking about the environment, I'm thinking about ways to, you know, help with traffic,
the environment, health, you know. It, it's just a wonderful thing that we could have
and I just want to thank everyone for supporting this in the, in the future.

And then on a, on another item, I don't think I'll need another three minutes, but I'd also
like to thank everyone. So, the, the County bought 267-acres out by the Peahi, right,
the Hamakualoa lands. And that was a beautiful thing to protect those lands. Now,
we need to put together a master plan to figure out how to use those lands and how
all the user groups, who really pushed for those in the beginning, pushed for making it
County land can be represented out there. So, I want to thank everyone for the support
and the monies that it will take to create the master plan there. Thank you.

CHAIR KING: Okay. Mahalo nui.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Next person to testify is Sam Small, testifying on Committee
Reports 19-49 and 19-51, and County Communication 19-228. Mr. Small is the last
individual who has signed up to testify at the Council chambers or at the District Offices.

MR. SAM SMALL ftestifvinc on Countv Communication No. 19-228 and Committee Reports

19-49 and 19-511:

Good morning. Council Chair-

CHAIR KING: Good morning.

MR. SMALL: -Council. As always it's an honor to be participating in the democratic process.
The budget that was proposed includes a roadway capital improvement project at
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Kahanul [sic] Bridge that has uncollected deferral agreements attached to it. By law,
the County must act to collect on those agreements when a CIP is funded. But there
is no process to assess or collect what's due. There isn't even a fund to put the money
into when it is recovered.

That's part of why Mayor Victorino is hiring Chris Salem to bring back the fairness bill
that Salem wrote in 2011, that Pat Wong quashed without any justification. Mr. Salem
brings his extensive infrastructure background as well as proposals like the one I
shared with you all a few weeks ago, from an independent consultant group that
specializes in assessment districts, fees in lieu, and debt recovery for municipalities.

This budget, by law, must account for amounts owed by developers that offset
expenditures of public funds. If you approve this budget without that, I believe you are
in violation of your duties under the Charter.

This bridge was part of Phase IV of Lower Hoanapili [sic] Road originally Council
funded 20 years ago. Over a million dollars was spent, it never got built, and the CIP
was killed, removed from the County's register without any explanation given.

Over and over again, Administrations of the past have requested funds for CIP's that
have not been shovel-ready, meaning the County had not secured the land rights in
order to build. Shovel-ready is another component of the fairness bill that eliminates
millions of wasted taxpayers' dollars, as well as State and Federal STIP funds.

It is clear that the Phase IV CIP got killed because there are 14 developer agreements
that are still uncollected, 20 years after Mr. Salem originally blew the whistle on the
mismanaged deferral agreements.

Contrary to what Acting Director Lutey wrote to the Council just last week, there will be
more litigations surrounding these deferral agreements. Especially when you consider
the fraud that will be revealed when the Auditor finishes his audit.

I have here nearly 2,000 signatures from Maui Causes petition that opens the door for
a class-action lawsuit to force Corporation Counsel to either remove the unspecified
encumbrances and liens from landowners' titles, or step aside and let the Council
embrace the Mayor and Mr. Salem and their plan to protect the public interests and
collect on the thousands of outstanding developer agreements in a fair and equitable
manner.

The bridge needs to be replaced. The flow capacity is low. Last year it flooded, it's
too narrow. Last year, a gentleman died hitting the concrete abutment. The risks are
real. Resolving this issue is going to take Corporation Counsel, the Mayor, his
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directors, you nine, and Council Services. We also need to change the Planning
Commission back under the control of this Council, and close the loopholes that
Planning and Public Works have been using, abusing for decades.

CHAIR KING: Mr. Small, you want to move on to your next item?

MR. SMALL: Gladly.

CHAIR KING: Okay, we're on 19-51.

MR. SMALL: Actually, CC 19-228.

CHAIR KING: Oh, 228. Okay.

MR. SMALL: Ms. Paltin's request will remove the secret giveaway to developers that was
manufactured by Corporation Counsel when they manipulated the 2015 Upcountry
water bill. Corp. Counsel's Ed Kushi testified that the proposed exemptions could only
be justified through a water bill because they were tied specifically to families on the
Upcountry water meter waitlist. Corp. Counsel's Jennifer Oana testified that only family
building homes, nothing commercial was involved.

None of the Councilmembers were aware at the time that the language that Kushi and
Oana approved for legality and form and inserted into Title 18 are the exact words that
the ordinance seeks to remove. No improvements required "for a subdivision into two
developable lots." They wrote in no specificity whatsoever for Upcountry, nor families
on the Upcountry water waitlist. That contradicts their own testimony and violates
County rules.

The whistle was blown in 2016 on this secret bait and switch by none other than Chris
Salem, who was, and just as Corp. Counsel continued to write new deferral
agreements for six years after it went public, that there was no program whatsoever to
collect on them. Public Works continues today to write roadway exemptions to
developers with two-lot subdivisions island-wide, even though everybody now knows
that the Council never intended that.

The abuse of authority goes even deeper. Last October, citizen Eric Paulson fired a,
filed a complaint against Kushi and Oana for procedural violations of County rules for
public notices, agendas. Council communications and for Sunshine violations. The
judge initially ruled only on the Sunshine aspect of the case saying it was beyond the
90-day window for Sunshine complaints. She never addressed the violations of County
rules that are not tied to Sunshine. And those aspects are today up for reconsideration
by the court.


